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NARRATIVE 


Of THE 


— 


Terrible Fire at CREDIT ON. 


RE DITO N, commonly called Xirton, 
is one of the moſt antient and populous 
Towns in the Met. In the Times of 
the Saxon Kings, it was the flouriſhing 


See of the Biſhop, till King Edward the Confeſ- 
. for tranſlated it to Exeter, about the Year 1050. 


It was of old alſo famous for giving Birth to Stz 
Winifred; called the Apoſtle of Germany; becauſe 
he converted the Heſſians, Thuringians, and Friſi- 
ſians, to Chriſtianity, and was canoniſed as a 
Saint, (a) ; | | | 


TE Town is divided into #wvo Parts, the Eaſtern 
and the Meſtern: The Latter of which is, by far, 
the moft conſiderable for Trade, for Number of 
Inhabitants, and for the Beauty of its Buildings as 


well as their Extent. In this Meſtern Part a very 


large and frequented Market is kept, inferior, it is 
ſaid, to few in the Kingdom, as to two uſeful Com- 
modities, Yarn and Fleſb. The Populouſneſs and Im- 


portance of the Place may be gathered from obſerv- 


AS - ing, 


— 


(a) Cambden's Britannia, Col. 30. 
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ing, that fourteen or fifteen-hundred Serges are, one 
Week with another, here manufactured, and ſerit | 
abroad; and that above ſeventy Bullocks, through- 
; out the Winter-quarter, is the Weekly Supply of 
their Shambles. 

A Tus Weſtern Town, as it is called, "was: one 

large and extended Street, ſtretching from Eaſt to 

Wieſt, above half a Mile in Length, furniſhed 
with ſpacious and convenient Market-houſes, and 
N had a great Number of Court-leges and Alleys 
branching from it, filled with many n of in- 
 duftrious Poor. 


— 


Azour the middle Part of this 8 on cis 
Southern Side, the Fire broke forth, on Sunday, 
Auguſt 14h, about Eleven in the Forenoon. - The 
Town has no Supply of Water, but from Pumps: 
A A Drought of ſeveral Weeks had both much leſ- 
ies that Supply, and prepared the Houſes to 
receive and propagate the Flame. The Vind ſet- 
ting ſtrong, at firſt from the North-Eaſt, and in- 
8 | creaſing Wich the Fire, the Deſolation was carried 1 
1 from Houſe to Houle, with amazing Rapidityz | 
__- ſo. that the Southern Side, before it, was quickly 2 
all in Flames, A little paſt Noon, the Wind veer- } 
ed towards the South, by-which the Fire was ſoon 
- *communicated to the North Side of the Street: So 
that all //eward from. the Place of its firſt Break- Wy 
ing out fell, in a few Hours, a Prey to the raging 0 
Element, and was turned into Aſhes, | 


EASTWARD, againſt 18 Wind, it advanced 
with a flower Pace; but neither Engines, nor 
Blowing up, nor any other Means, could ſtop 
its dreadful Progreſs, but it continued raging un- 
controuled, till about Eight i in e when 
1 3 ' } it 


1 
it pleaſed e at length, to ſtop its furious 
Courſe. 


| Tas whole Weſtern Town with 5 Market - 
Houſes and public Buildings, a ſmall Part only ex- 
cepted, now lies in the deepeſt Ruins. The 
Flames ran with ſuch Violence, flying over five or 
ſix Houſes at once, and kindling thoſe beyond, 
that great Quantities of Goods, Houſes, Apparet, 
Looms with Serges in them, &c. were quickly de- 
ſtroyed. Beſides many who were in the utmoſt 
Danger, and were plucked as Brands out. of the 
Burning, Sixteen are already found to have periſhed 
in the Deſolation : Several others are miſſing, and 
ſuppoſed to be involved in the ſame Fate. : 


* In the wide Part of the great Street, which is 
nineteen Yards in Breadth, five Perſons were una- 
wares hemmed in by the Flames. They ran Eaft- 
ward and Weſtward, but found themſelves beat 
back by the Fire raging beyond them, and no Way 
to eſcape. In this horrible Diſtreſs they continued 
for ſome Time, deploring to each other their mi- 
ſerable Fate. At length finding their Caſe deſpe- 
rate, and unable any longer to bear the ſcorching 
Heat, One of them broke through the burning 
Ruins of an Houſe,. wheſe Flames were nigh ſpent, 
and happily eſcaped. Another ſeeing him not re- 
turn, and hoping he might poſſibly have found a 
Paſſage through, attempted the ſame, and wasalſo 
preſerved : The remaining three fell a Sacrifice and 
periſhed 1 in the Street. 


Ar the Waſtern End of the Town is a ho and 
open Field, called the Green; above an Hundred 
_ Yards in Length, and in Breadth above. forty-three, 
ſurrounded thick with ** 3 * the Inhabi- 

tants 


CF , 
tants brought and lodged their Goods, not doubts 
ing but here they would be ſafe from the ſpreads 
ing Flame: But even Sher allo they were quickly 
ſeized 3 neither Perſons nor Goods could ſtand be- 
fore the ſweeping Deluge; the Men were glad to 
efcape with their Lives as a Prey, and the Goods 
almoſt all intirely conſumed. * | 


B this terrible Calamity above Four -hyfdred and ; 
fifty Families are turned out of their Dwellings, a 


a | confiderable Part of which had, for ſo 
55 Lodging but the open Field, nor any '| 
| Heavens. The Inhabitants, to avoid all Appearance 


of the common Practice, in ſuch Caſes, of over-rat- 
ing their Loſs, have, in the Opinion of Numbers of 
competent and able Judges, ſet it very much Be- 
low the Truth, at Forty-thouſand Pounds. The De- 
vaſtation has been meaſured, and, for more than 
half a Mile, on one Side the Street, not a ſingle 
: Houſe is ſtanding, nor ſcarce a Bit of Tim- 7 
ber to be ſeen, and but a very ſmall Spot is left 
on be other. Thoſe, who have ſeen the late like , 
Deſolation at Tiverion and Blandford, think this to 
be in Compaſs equal to them h A greater 
Extent of Ruins no Fire, perhaps, ſince that of 


th. 


London, hath ever left behind it. Above T'wo- # 
thouſand of the poorer Sort, who were before ſub- 
fiſted comfortably on their Labour, are now thrown 

at once upon the Compaſſions of the Public, with- 
out which, many of them muſt quickly and inevi- J 
tably periſn for Want. 1 
A NEIGHBOURING City (b), ever generous to 
the Diſtreſſed, notwithſtanding its great Expence 1 
| in I 

(b) Exeter, 
i 
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in building and ſupporting an Hoſpital for the 
Sick, exerted itſelf with a ſurpriſing and moſt 
ſeaſonable Vigour on this deplorable Occaſion, col- 
lecting, in a few Days, more than FEive- hundred 
Pounds for the Sufferers Relief. Their Caſe is 
now lying before London and Briſtol, and will 
ſpeedily be communicated to other principal 
Towns, and their Charity be intreated by recom- 
mendatory Letters, not in the common Method of 
Briefs, With great Thankfulneſs we acknow- 
ledge the Spirit of uncommon Compaſſion and 
Liberality, which has already appeared in many 
Places around us, as well as ſome noble Benefac- 
tions ſent by Perſons of high Rank. It is hoped, 
ſo uncommon a Diſtreſs' will move Bowels of Pity, 


and draw charitable Supplies from diſtant Parts of 


the Land. And may GOD, in Mercy, keep all 
other Towns from the like calamitous Stroke. 


Note, WRAT EVER Charities are remitted to 
the Rev. Mr. Stacey, or to Mic. To- 
good, in Crediton, will be put into a 
common Stock, and impartially diſ- 
tributed among the Sufferers. 
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SERM ON, Ge 


As it hath pleaſed Almghty GOD, the Wile, 
the Juſt, the Good, to viſit this Town with 
a calamitous Stroke, by laying its. princi- = 
pal Part in Aſhes : Let us attend the Coun= -r, 
ſel we find, | 


ECCLESIASTES vii. 14. 
— I the Day of Adverjity conſider. 


O every Thing, it has been obſerved, 
there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every 
Purpoſe under Heaven, There is a Time 
| to rejoice, and a Time to mourn. To 
the Latter of thoſe we are now, by Divine Provi- 
dence, very awfully called. We have heard of 
GOD”s Judgments abroad in the Earth; of Coun- 
tries laid waſte z and Cities deſtroyed, by Wars, by 
Famine, and a direful Plague. .But now we have 
alſo /een, we have felt the Divine Rod falling heavi-, 
„„ „ ly 


? # 
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F ro ] - 
ly upon ourſelves. We have ſeen a flouriſhing 
Town ſunk in a few Hours into a ruinous Heap: 
We have ſeen one of the mighty Elements ſent forth 
with a Divine Commiſſion to overthrow our Habi- 
tations, to deftroy our Subſtance, and to give us 


a lively Token, how fearful a Thing it is to fall un- 


der its avenging Rod: We have ſeen numerous 
Families, riſing in the Morning in plenteous and 
eaſy Circumſtances, reduced before Night to ex- 
treme Mifery and Want ; having no Lodging but 
the Fields, no Canopy but the Heavens, leaving 
their Poſſeſſions a Prey to the devouring Element, 
glad to eſcape from its Violence with their Lives : 
Yea, which is more tragical yet, we have ſeen ma- 
ny of our Neighbours periſhing in the ſpreading 


Deluge, unawares hemmed in with Flames raging 
all around them, ſmothered, ſinking down, and 


miſerably burnt This Providence has a loud 
Voice. May GOD, who ſpeaks by it, be pleaſed 
to open our Ears, and prepare our Hearts to re- 
ceive the Inſtruction it is intended to convey : That, 
4 this Day of our Adverſity, we may ſeriouſly con- 
ider. 1 d | 


I sRALL endeavour to point out ſome of the 
chief Things which, in this Time of our Affliction, 
it behoves us 70 conſider; and thereby to aſſiſt in 
making that good Uſe of it, for which it was 1n- 
tended, and which the righteous Sovereign, who 


ſent it, juſtly expects at all our Hands. And, 


I. We ought to conſider this calamitous Event as 
not coming on us by Caſualty or Chance, but 
as being the determinate Counſel and Operation of 
GOD; and to reſolve it into his Vill, who ſu- 
premely prelides over all human Affairs. 
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TRE Belief of an Almighty Sovereign, who reigns 
uncontrouled in the Heavens and in the Earth; 
and who, with perfect and unerring Wiſdom, limits 
and directs every Event; as it is the firſt Principle 
of all Religion, ſo it is the nobleſt Foundation 
for Comfort and Support to a conſidering Mind. 
The firſt Thing we are to do, then, in ſuch a Time 
of Diſtreſs, is to lift up our Eye beyond all Inſtru- 
ments and ſecond Cauſes to the Almighty Hand of 
GOD, and to bow down and adore it ; like the 
Waſtcious Sufferer of old, not to let looſe our Re- 
ſentments at the immediate Occaſions of our 
Troubles, not to curſe the Chaldeans, nor revile 
the Sabeans, but with humble Reverence to ſay 
1t is the LORD, who has done it— The LORD gave, 


.and the LORD hath taken 4 3 and bleſſed be the 


Name of the LORD. 


Ir, as our Saviour hath taught us, not a Spar- 
row falls to the Ground without our heavenly Fu- 
ther (a): Much leſs without HIM could a flouriſh- 
ing Town be turned in a few Hours into Deſola- 
tion and Ruins, and Thouſands of Inhabitants ſunk 


into Extremity of Indigence and Diſtreſs. 


TRERx is an Aptneſs in this Minds of Men to 
overlook the Hand of Heaven, in the Things 
which befall them; to impure the great Events 


of Life, both the proſperous and the adverſe, to 


any Thing rather than to the Aſwiſe and Almighty 
Providence, which governs the World; and to di/- 
regard the Werk o of the LORD, and the Operation of 
his Hand, To guard, therefore, againſt this Im- 


Piety of Conduct, the Scriptures every-where in- 
B 2 culcate 


* 
- 
3 — 
n. 


e Pre 
. 
culcate GO D's abſolute Dominion with peculiar Evi- 
dence and Force; and teach us to conſider every 
Creature of the Univerſe, every Action, and eve- 
ry Thing as ſubject to his minute Inſpection and 
Controul. All the Elements are repreſented as his 
Angels and Miniſters, ſtanding around his Throne, 
hearkening to his Word, and fulfilling his Com- 
1 mand. Fire, Hail, and Vapour, and ſtormy. 
n | Wind, all are bis Servants, they go where he 
| | ſends them, and execute his Purpoſe, either of 
+1 Judgment or of Mercy, amongſt the Inhabitants 
— of the Earth. What in common Account paſ- 
{cs for perfect Accident or Chance, the Scripture re- 
ſolves into the Agency and Will of GOD; as 
when, of two Perſons felling Wood, the one is 
lain by the Ax of the other flying from its 
Helve, GOD is ſaid, to have delivered bim into 
% A 


* 
* 
— ———— 4 — 22 — a © BRA FEE Pn 
1 a In 
* * 7 
4 * * 2 


pt —_ 
mn 
4. * 
I” 


—— 


ae Se aa Ee ard. rn 
— P 


as. 
SW Tos 25 


e 
* 


We obſerve with what Solemnity he Almighty 
challesges to himſelf this Sovereignty of the World, 
and conſiders it as a Branch of his Prerogative, 
which he requires us molt religiouſly to acknow- 
ledge and maintain. See not that I, even I am. 
He; and there is no GOD with me: I kill, and 1 
mate alive; I wound, and I heal; neither is there 

any that can deliver out 4 my Hand (c). Again, 
5 I there Evil in a City, and the LORD hath not done 
it (d)? No, but it is he LORD who maketh rich, 
and who maketh poor; who bringeth low, and lifleth 
up (e) : He ſilteth as King for ever (f); and doth 
zwhat pleaſeth him, in the Heavens, and in the Earth, 
in the Seas, and in all deep Places (g). 
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As we are now toſſed upon troubled Waves, 
and the Billows of Affliction are ſuffered to go 
over us, let a ſtrong Faith in this Dominion and 
Providence of GOD be as an Anchor to our 
Minds, to keep them ſtedfaſt and firm, Ler 
us fix it deep in our Breaſts, that it was no undi- 
reed — or Chance, which brought this 
Stroke upon us, but the Will of the alwiſe and 
omnipotent GOD : That, had it not been to anſwer 
ſome good Purpoſe of his Government, as he could 
with infinite Eaſe have prevented this Calamity, 
ſo He would, without all Peradventure, have done 
it: That He could inftantly have ſtopped the ſpread- 
ing and deſtructive Flames, and have ſaid to heſe, 


Sas he does to the Winds and the Waves, Hi- 


rtberto . — and no farther—— That he could im- 


mediately have huſhed the Air into a ſilent and 


dead Calm; or have commanded the Heavens 

to pour down heavy Rains, to check the fiery Tor- 
rent. | 

3 fd ad | 

or- The Counſels of his Providence had 

otherwiſe determined. His Viſdom ſaw fit, that 


this Affliction ſhould fall upon us; and, therefore, 


the Winds, the preceding Drought, and other 
Circumſtances muſt concur, to bring upon us 
this awful Stroke. Let us, therefore, meekly bow 
down, and fay, It is the LORD; and . 
obſerve and knowledge his Hand. 


Tris neceſſary Foundation being firſt duly 
laid : 


II. Tux next Step we are to take, in this Day of 
our Adverſity, is, ſeriouſly to confider What 
the Purpoſe or Iment of "_ Almighty Governor 

may 
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[14] 
may be, in ſuffering this 2 ON Cala 
to befall us? A 
From the infinite Perfection and Goodneſs of 

his Nature we may be fully affured, that be never 
 afflits willingly (h). He hates nothing which he 
hath made, has a much ſtronger Affection to us, 


chan the kindeſt of earthly Parents; and never 


lays Afflictions on us, but when it is ab/olutely 


_ mneedful , and really conducive to our own or others 


Good. The wiſeſt and fondeſt of Parents upon 
Earth, ſometimes, correct their Children through 
Paſſion and Reſentment z and rather as an Effect 
of their own Diſpleaſure, than from a Regard to 
their Advantage. But this never is, never can 
be, the Caſe, as to the Eternal Father of our Spi- 
Tits: All his Corrections are deſigned for our Profit, 
and with infinite Wiſdom are adapted to this End, 
Ir is with Reluctance he takes the Rod: How 
ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver 
thee, Iſrael ? How ſhall I make thee as Admab ? 
How ſhall T et thee as Zeboim (thoſe Towns which 
God deſtroyed with their Inhabitants by Fire) Mine 
Heart is turned within me. My Repentings are 


 kindled together (i). The Father of Mercies is re- 


preſenre as ſuffering a Kind of Conflict, and as 
doing Violence to himſelf, when he proceeds to 
rigorous Corrections. What, then, may we hum- 
bly preſume, was hie Deſizn, in ſending this ſe- 


vere Diſpenſation upon us? It may be Treplied— 
Partly, to give us a juſt Senſe of the extreme Va- 


nity and Uncertainty of all temporal Poſſeſſions: 


Partly, for the Trial and Manifeſtation of our 
Virtue, and the teveral Graces of the Chriſtian 
| Spirit: g 


: 2b) Lament, iii. 33. (i) H/ xi. 9. 


— * 
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Spirit: And ports as a Correction and Chaiſe 


ment for Sin. 


11 . End of GOD's uffering t this frond Ca- 


N to befall us may be, to give us a lively 


Senſe of the extreme Vanity and Uncertainty of 
all temporal Poſſeſſions. © 


LET not the rick Man plory in bis Riches, the 


"I, Voice of this Rod loudly proclaims, becauſe, as 
= rhe Flower of the Graſs, all his Poſſeſſions fade 
= and paſs away: In tbe Morning the frail Flower 


may grow up and flouriſh, and before the Evening 
be cut down, and quite wither and diſappear. 
We ſee. how ealily, and how ſoon, the great Gi- 
ver of theſe Enjoyments can take them from us 
again. How vain is the Confidence, how foolifly 
the Glorying, and how: deluſive the Hope of that 
Man who makes Riches his Truſt, and boaſts himſelf 


in the Multitude of his worldly Poſſeſſions! How 


wretched is he who hath 20 Portion, but theſe 
Things, which, by a thouſand unforeſeen and-ine- 
vitable Accidents, may be ſuddenly raviſhed from 
us; and which, if not taken from us by theſe, will 
make to themſelves Wi ings, and quickly fly e / 


Fnen Riches and. Poſſeſſions, then, which Moth 
can corrupt, and which Fire can deſtroy ; theſe an- 
certain Enjoyments wkich no Virtue, no Prudence, 
no Care of our on can poſlibly ſecure, can never 
be the true Portion which Gop hath deſigned us, 
nor the Treaſure and Poſſeſſions we are principally 

to ſeek. As he hath given us immortal Natures, 
the Portion he hath deſigned us muſt be immortal 
like theſe. An Habitation and Treaſure which no 
Age can impair, nor Accident deſtroy; a Kingdom 
and Inheritance of equal Duration with our never dy- 


Ki 


T3 

ing Spirits, incorruptible, undefiled, and that ſhall 
never fade away, Having now then been preſented 
with ſo affecting an Inſtance of the Tranſitorineſs 
and Vanity of theſe temporal Things, we are hereby 
| ſolemnly warned not to ſet our Aﬀections on them; 
not to chuſe them for our Portion; not to pleaſe 
_ ourſelves, nor glory in the Poſſeſſion of ſuch fading 
Things, which in the Morning may be ours, and 
in the Evening may be vaniſhed into Vapour and 
Smoke. It admoniſhes us to rejoice in them, with 
ſuch Indifference as if wwe rejoiced not; to weep under 
their Loſs. with ſuch Moderation as if we wept not. 
Never to conſider theſe Things as eſſential to our 
Happineſs; but to look upon them as Things 
which, if we have them, we muſt quickly leave; and 
which, if we have not, yet if we have the Favour 
of God and the Approbation of a good Conſcience, 
we can be happy without : And, therefore, to be 
always moderate in their Purſuit, ſober in their En- 
Joyment, and calm under their Loſs. | 


2. AnoTHER Eud of God's ſending this Cala- 
mity upon us may be to try, to ſtrengthen and 
improve our Virtue ; to make Proof of our Pati- 
ence, Reſignation, and Faith; and to give others an 
Opportunity of manifeſting their Compaſſion and 

Benevolence to the Diſtreſſed, | | 


As Fire tries Gold, and purges away its Droſs ; 
ſo the Fire of Affliction purifies the Mind. It 
checks the undue Levity and Luxuriance of our 
Spirits; makes us thoughtful, ſober, and diſpoſes 
us to conſider. In their Afliction they will ſeek me 
early (k), it is ſaid of the revolted J/raelttes. 
Finding the C:/terns fail, we ſhall naturally repair 
| | | | to 


(k) Hoſe v. 15. 


1 

to the Fountain for Relief. Diſappointment, in 
Creature Comforts, drives us to the CREATOR, 
and makes us more attentive to the Counſels and 
Promiſes of his Word, When the prodigal and 
raſh Youth was preſſed hard/with Calamities, then 
he came to himſelf, and began to think of his Father's 
Houſe (). —And as theſe Strokes tend to rouſe and 
awaken us to our Duty: So alſo they are zo try and 
make Proof of our Virtue, to ſee if our Profeſſions 
of Faith and Truſt in God, and Reſignation to his 
Will, are real and ſincere. Whether we only com- 
pliment the Almighty Sovereign with our Lips, when 
we addreſs him as our alwiſe and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther : Or whether we have really ſuch a Perſuaſion 
of his unerring Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of his 
Faithfulneſs and Truth, as in Words we declare, 


Wuxx we bear, with becoming Patience and 
Contentment of Spirit, the heavy Strokes which are 
laid upon us; and readily drink the bitter Cup, 
which Gop puts into our Hands, firmly believing 
it to be /alutaryand good, becauſe He has appointed it, 
though we cannot at preſent ſee how it poſſibly can 
be good: Such Faith and Reſignation are Acts of the 
moſt noble Homage, of the ſublimeſt and moſt 
exalted Worſhip, we can pay the Sovereign of the 
World; and are ten thouſand Times more accep- 
table than the loudeſt Hoſanna's and Praiſes of our 
Lips. Thus, when Abrabam gave up his beloved 
Son Tfaac, becauſe Gop demanded him of his 
Hands, and was ready himſelf to have been the Prieſt 
who ſhould have offered him upon the Altar, we 
find how highly he was eſteemed of Gop, for this 
illuſtrious Act of Faith, and what Blęſings it drew 

. C _- down,” 
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[ 18 ] 
down, not upon himſelf only, but upon Thoufands 
of Generations of his diſtant Poſterity. 


In Imitation of this great Example, whom we 
call our Father, let us, Chriſtians, now behave with 
humble Reſignation to the Wil] of the alwiſe GOD. 
Our Faith and our Patience are now brought to the 
Trial, and we are called forth before the World, 
before Angels and Men, to give Proof, that we 
really believe the Wiſddom, the Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence of Gop * That we are verily per ſuaded that all 
his Ways are not only equal, but even merciful and 
kind: That we were ſincere, when we gave up our- 
ſelves, our Subſtance, and all that we had to him : 
And that we are content that he ſhould deal with us, 
and with all our Enjoyments, as /eemeth good in his 
Sight, Let us now manifeſt this firm and filial Confi- 
dence in Gop; and, amidſt the Confuſion which ſur- 
rounds us, behave with an unſhaken Firmneſs and 
Compoſure of Mind, and we may be aſſured that, 
in due Time, our Captivity ſhall be rurned again, 
and what we 7bus lo/e ſhall be RNC PRI: 
But farther, 


Tnosk Calamities are alſo deſigned to give others 
an Opportunity of manifeſting their Virtue, their 
generous Compaſſion and Benevolence to the Diſtreſſed. 
This is an illuſtrious Part of a truly Chriſtian and 
great Character. We are 70 weep with them that 
weep (m). In the Proceſs of the laſt Judgment the 
chief Point, on which Mens everlaſting Fate is repre- 
ſented as turning, is, whether they have, or have 
not, fed the Hungry, clothed the Naked, and mini- 
fired to the Relief of the Indigent and Diſtreſſed (n.) 


And, 


(m) Rem. xii, 15. (n) Matt. xxv. 35, 42. 
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And, that we might never want Objects towards 
whom to diſplay this Gereroſily and Compaſſion, 
Gop has purpoſely ordered that the Poor ſhould ne- 
der ceaſe out of the Land (*,), In the Wiſdom of his 
Providence he brings Some into Circumſtances of 
extraordinary Diſtreſs, on Purpoſe to give Others 
an Opportunity of ſhewing an extraordinary Bene- 
volence in Miniſtring to their Wants. And ſuch 


Ams and 47s of Charity, the Scriptures aſſure us, are 


of high Account in the Sight of God. If thy Bro- 
ther be waxen poor, and fallen into Decay, thou ſhalt 
not harden thine Heart, nor ſhut thine Hand againſt 
Bim; leſt he cry unto the Lord againſt thee, and it 
be Sin unto thee : But thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and 
thine Heart ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt unto 
bim, becauſe that for this Thing the LORD thy GOD 
ſhall Bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
putteſt thine Hand unto : Aud it ſhall be Righteouſneſs 
unto thee before the LORD (). Such Charity will be 
of great Avail to cover the Multitude of our Sins (o). 

For, with the Merciful, God will ſhew himſelf merci- 


ful (p). And, by thus laying out our Riches in Acts 


of Pity to the Diſtreſſed, we ſhall make to ourſelves 
Friends, «who, when we fail as to this World, will 
receive us into everlaſting Habitations (q) in the other; 
We hereby remit and fend forward our Subſtance 


to the upper World whither we are going, and 


lay up for ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven (r). And | 
by being rich in. good Works, and willing to 
communicate, we offer up an Odour of a ſweet 
Smell, a Sacrifice well pleaſi mg and acceptable 10 


God (s). 
S Now 


* 


(*) Deut. xv. 11. (+) Deut. xv. 7—11. | XXIV. 13. 
(o) 1 Pet. iv. 8. (p) Eſal. xviii. 25. (q) Lale xvi. 9. 
r) Matt. vi. 20. 6 Phil. iv. 18, 
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Now, were not ſome Perſons ſuffered to fall into 
Diſtreſs, where would be the Opportunity for the 
Charitable and Benevolent to bring forth this Fruit 
to the Glory of Gop ; to manifeſt the real Good- 


neſs and Generoſity of their Spirits; and thus to 


greaten and advance their future Happineſs in Hea- 
ven? There is, therefore, an apparent Beauty inthis 
Procedure of Providence; and, with an admirable 
Congruity and Wiſdom, GOD hath ſet a State of 
Proſperity over againſt a State of Adverſily (as Solo- 
mon obſerves in the Words following our Text) 
that the Fulneſs of one Man ſhould be for a Sup- 
ply to another under his Sufferings and Wants. 


Li thoſe, therefore, on whom the Candle of 
GOD ſhines, commiſerate thoſe who walk in Dark- 
neſs, and are ſunk into deep Diſtreſs. Let them rememe 
ber the Inſtability of all wordly Poſſeſſions; that He, 


Who is 7%. Day in Circumſtances of great Affluence, 
may To-Morrow be reduced to a State of extreme 


Want: Give a Portion, therefore, to ſeven and alſo 
10 eight, for thou knoweſt not what Evil ſhall be upon. 
the Earth (t). The Wheel of Providence is ſtill 
turning; nor can any Man ſay, how low himſelf 
ſhall ſoon be ſunk : ¶hatſocver we would, therefore, 
that Men ſbould do unto us, let us do the ſame unto 


orbers; and love our Neighbour as ourſelves. 


Lr them further remember That what we 
give to the Diſtreſſed, the ALMIGHTY GOV ER. 
NOR of the World has declared, that he will ac- 
count it as lent to Himſelf (u), and what we thus 
lend him, ſhall be abundantly repaid —That, if we give, 
# ball be given to us again, full Meaſure, preſſed 


down, 
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(t) Eceliſ. xi. 2. (u) Prev. xix. 17. 
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down, and running over (w)—That ſuch Alms and 
Acts of Charity will lay up for us in Store a good 


Foundation againſt the Time io come, and enable us 


to lay hold of ETERNAL LIFE (x) ;——That 
they will be found io our immortal Praiſe at the Ap- 
pearance of FESUS CHRIST : And, if we now give 
to thoſe who cannot recompenſe us again, we ſhall 
receive our Recompence at the Reſurrefion of the 
Fuſt (y) Finally; let them conſider, That this 
is one of the firſt and beſt Steps any Man can 
take, to reconcile himſelf to GOD ; to turn away 


the Divine Diſpleaſure which his Sins has provok- 


ed, and to prepare himſelf for an Entrance into 


the Kingdom of Heaven: For when John came 


preaching the glad Tidings of the Kingdom, fore- 
telling Days of Vengeance which were coming up- 


on the Earth, and warning Men to flee from 
them, the People, with Concern, aſk him, hat 


they ſhould do? Behold his Reply! He that hath. 
two Coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and 
he that hath Meat, let him do likewiſe (2). The 
ſame was Daniel's Counſel to the awakened King 
of Babylon, Break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
thine Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor; if it 
may be a Lengthening of thy Tranquility (a). 


Tus, then, is another End, why great Calami- 
ties are ſometimes ſuffered to befall Men; not only 


that heir own Patience, and Fortitude, and Faith, 


but that the Charity alſo and Compaſſion of Others 
may be tried, Bur, | 


3. TRESE 
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3. Tnzse Afictions are often ſent as Corrections 
for Sin, to reprove and chaſtiſe us for our Devia- 
tions from GO D's Law, that they may prevent 
our final Ruin, and keep us from ſinking into irre- 
trievable Diſtreſs in the World to come. 


Fools, i. e. Sinners, becauſe of their Tranſereſi- 
ans, and becauſe of their Iniquities, are affiifted (b). 
When Men ſtupidly forge? GOD, and caſt off bis 
Fear, they are then reaſonably to expect ſome 
Strokes of his Rod. He in Mercy now afflicts, that 
he may not hereafter in Fudgment deſtroy them. 
They are chaſtened of the Lord, as the offending Co- 
rinthians were, that they might not be condemned with 
the World (c). It is a Part of GOD's gracious Co- 
venant with Men, that, if they for/ake his Law, 
and walk not in his Commandments, then he will vi- 
fit their Tranſgreſſion with the Rod, and their Iniqui- 
ty with Stripes (d): So that, when we wickedly de- 
part from him, in very Faithfulneſs and Mercy, he 
often lays upon us ſome heavy Stroke, to convince 
us of Sin, to humble us, and break the Stourneſs 
of our Spirit, and thereby to recover us out of the 
Snare of the Devil. | 


. In this Day of our Adverſity, then, it becomes © 
us to conſider Whether there be nothing in 
our Conduct, which has provoked the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure ? Have not the Cries of our Sins gone up 
to Heaven againſt us, and drawn down this direfyl 
Judgment upon our Heads ? The Hand of 
GOD is extremely viſible in this fad Event. Let 
us all earneſtly pray, that he will be pleaſed to 
open our Ears, to hear the Voice of the Rod; and 
es TD .  ſhew 
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in this World, by the Strokes of his Rod, yet we 


23 1 


ſhew us what the Sins are, at which he chiefly di- 


rects this awakening Stroke. 


| Bur here I beg Leave to premiſe the two fol- 
lowing Things : | 


1. THAT: we are by no Means to conclude 
thoſe always to be the greateſt Sinners, whom GOD: 
makes the greateſt Sufferers. This is a Caſe expreſ- 
ly determined by our Lord, who tells us, that 
thoſe Eighteen, on whom the Tower in Siloam fell, 
were not Sinners beyond all the Men in Feruſalem (e). 
There is no certainly knowing either Love or Ha- 
tred by all that is before us (f). Thoſe, who ſtand 
higheſt in the Favour of Heaven, are permitred 
frequently to fall into the deepeſt Sufferings and 
Straits. The Sons of Facob, whom GOD loved, 
groaned above two hundred Years as Bond- men in 
a ſtrange Land; while the Sons of Eſau, whom 


he rejected, lived in Plenty and Eaſe, in Countries 


of their own. Concerning the vileſt of Men, in 
David's Time, he obſerves, that that they were not 
in Trouble, as other Men; that they had more than 
Heart could wiſh, and there were no Bands in their 
Death : Whereas, of Himſelf, he complains, 
that all the Day long be was plagued and chaſtened eve- 
ry Morning (g). Yea, becauſe JESUS, our Divine 
Maſter, was a Man of great and uncommon Sorrows, 
he was generally eſteemed as one diſtinguiſhed by 


the Hand of Heaven, as a great and uncommon Sin- 
ner, as one ſtricken, ſmitten of GOD, and affiifted (h). 


Tho?, therefore, GOD does often viſit Mens Sins 


are 
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[24] 
are in no wiſe to conclude, that they always have 
moſt offended, whom we ſee to ſuffer moſt, Nor, 


2. Waen the Sins of any Body, or Society of 
Men, do draw down the Strokes of Divine Diſplea- 
ſure upon them, are Al, who ſyffer in that Cala- 
mity, always chargeable with thoſe Sins: But, in 
the preſent promiſcuous Diſtributions of Provi- 
dence, the Innocent are often ſuffered to fall amongſt 


the Guilty. 


Wren, therefore, we conſider the Sins of Men, 
as ſometimes bringing great Calamities upon them, 
it is not that we ſhould hence take upon us to cen- 
ſure and judge others, but only, that every Man 
ſhould arraign and judge his own ſelf. Concern- 
ing Another*s Guilt, we are generally, if not always, 
very incompetent and partial Judges: Let us not, 
therefore, judge one another, but every Man look 
inward, and impartially 7 Himſelf. 


TESsE Things being premiſed, ſhall we now, 
as in the Divine Preſence, ſet ourſelves ſincerely to 
examine and judge ourſelves ; and pray GOD 
that he will ſearch us, and know our Hearts, and 
ſhew us what Evil there is in us, which we are 
now loudly called upon to repent of and amend ? 


And, 


- 1: Prrnays, we have lived in a criminal Neglef 
of GOD and his Providence; in/en/ible of his Pre- 
ſence with us, and continual Care of us, and un- 
thankful for his Mercies. 


In the greateſt Part of hoſe Houſes, from which 
the Providence of Heaven hath now turned us 


out, was that Providence acknowledged by * 


* wh. SS * pa 
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of religious Worſhip ? Were our Families called to- 
gether, to bow down and adore the ever-watchful 
and almighty GUARDIAN, who made us to dwell 
in Safety? Did we not, for the moſt Part, lie 


down at Night, without any grateful Thought of 


that inviſible Hand, which had carried us through 
the Dangers, and ſupplied the Bleſſings of our 


| Days: And riſe again in the Morning, equally in- 


ſenſible of our Obligations to its Care, that we had 
not been buried in the Ruins of our Habitations, . 
conſumed by ſurrounding Flames, or flept the 
Sleep of Death ? | 8 | 


We have now loſt our Dwellings——But, when 
we formerly poſſeſſed them, Was it with a be- 
coming Senſe of the Favour of Heaven, that peace- 


ful and commodious Habitations were given us, when  _ 


Multitudes of worthy Perſons are forced to wander 


about in Mountains, and in Caves of the Earth (i), 
having no certain Dwelling-place z yea, when the 
Son of GOD himſelf had not where to lay his Head? 


If our Conſciences bear Witneſs, that we were ne- 


ver wont, in our reſpective Families, to call upon 


the Name of GOD, to implore his Benediction, nor 
to bleſs and adore our almighty PRESERYVER : 


What Wonder is it, if he hath now withdrawn his 


gracious Protection from us, and given Commiſſi- 


on to his Flames to drive us from our Dwellings, 
that we may now ee and acknowledge our Depen- 


dence upon his Providence, and pay him Homage 
in thoſe Houſes, where He cauſes us in Peace and 
Safety to dwell ? Or, : 


D 2. PR- | 


(i) Heb. xi. 38. 


[267] 


2. PERHAPS, that Day, which GOD has com- 
manded us to keep holy to himſelf, and to conſecrate 
to the Purpoſes of Devotion and Religion, great 
Numbers amongſt us have profanely waſted in 1dle- 
eſs, or ſpent in Sports and Recreations, and have not, 
as they ought, repaired to the Houſe of GOD, 
there to pay him the ſolemn Tribute of Adoration and 


7. - 


Praiſe. 


Tux Inſtitution of 7he Sabbath is one of the 
| 1 | wiſeſt and moſt effectual Meaps to ſupport Religi- 
| | on in the World, and to keep Men from running 


g þ 
— <— 5 oa PR a 


into the wildeſt Extravagancies of Atheiſm and 
Immorality. Let his Barrier be broken down, 


b 
19 
— and Vice and Irreligion will ſoon, like an Inunda- 
' 1 tion, break in upon us, and the very Foot-ſteps of 
[ . Piety ſcarce be ſeen amongſt Men. | 
i | | 

1 | | ? 5 : 
| ö [ | Nos let any One think this to be but a Jewiſß 

1 | | Ordinance, and, conſequently, to have been done a- 

i 1 way by the Aboliſhing of hat Law. For the Sab. 


bath was an Inſtitution of a much earlier Date. It 


1 
4 | was an evident Part of the Religion of Paradiſe ; 
lf an Inftitution even previous to the Sin and Fall of 
1 Man, and, conſequently, to the Scheme of his Re- 
19 covery by Chrift : For, having made the World in 
1 18 fix Days, GOD reſted, it is ſaid, on the ſeventh, and , 
| ll JSan#ifed and bleſſed it (k): i. e. He ſet it apart in a 


| | 
1 pPeculiar Manner for himſelf, and for the Purpoſes 
Wi of Religion. Under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, al- 
| Jo, we find a Day, called the LORD*s DAY (); 
| that is, a Day in which THE LORD claims a 5 

28 
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cial Property, and which is to be devoted to his 


peculiar Service: And the jr/# Day of the Week ( m) 
is ſpoken of as a Seaſon of ſtated Aſſembling for 


Worſhip. The Obſervation of a Sabbath, therefore, 


which was a Part of the Religion of our firſt Pa- 


rents in Paradiſe, and is manifeſtly continued un- 


der the Diſpenſation of 77 Chriſt, could not be 
affected by the Abolition of the Fewihh Law, hut 
remains in full Force. And GOD, the almighty 
Sovereign, juſtly expects, that as many, as can, 
ſhall aſſemble on that Day, and bow before him, 


and pay him Homage, not only as the Creator, 
but Redeemer of the World, and thus prepare 


themſelves for a ſpeedy Retreat 'from the preſent 
State, and for being called up to the great Aſſem- 


Bly and Church of the Firſt-born, in the new Fe- 


ruſalem above. 5 


Tufs now being the Command of GOD, may 
it not be ſuppoſed to awaken his juſt Diſplcaſure, 


when Men generally run into a Profanation of this 


holy Day; when they ſpend its ſacred Hours in 
Merriment and Recreations, in Idleneſs and Sloth, 


yea, perhaps, in Riot and Exceſs : When it is 
made only a Day to glut and indulge the Body, 
inſtead of an Opportunity to improve and exalt 


the Mind. How much of this Guilt the all- ſeeing 
Eye of Heaven hath beheld in is Place, it is not 
for us to ſay, If it was a growing Evil amongſt 
us, there is Reaſon to apprehend the preſent awful 
Stroke to be in Part levelled at it; and that it 


helped to draw down this Calamity upon us. May 
D 2 _ that 
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that Part which is yet ſpared, and all our Neigh- 


bour-Towns, take Warning, and repent, and 
guard againſt the Spread of this dangerous Plague. 
Let us conſecrate to GOD, the bleſſed Author of 
our Lives, and of every Delight and Comfort we 


enjoy, the Hours of that Day which he hath ſanfi- 


fied to himſelf, and demanded as his own. Thus 


ſhall we beſt ſecure his Bleſſing and Favour through- 


out the reſt of the Week, and grow up to a Meet- 
neſs for the glorious and everlaſting SABBATISM, 
which remains for all pious Perſons, in his beatific 
Preſence above. But, finally, 


PzRHaPs, the righteous Judge, who hath vi- 
Gted us with bis Stroke, ſaw us too much puffed 
up with a Spirit of Variance and Emulation one a- 
gainſt another: Or elſe ſunk into a State of ſenſual 
* of Riot and 8 88 


Tux great Command of this 1 is, that we 
ve on? another. And, as he is the common FATHER. 
of us all, it highly diſpleaſes him to ſee us rent in- 
to angry Parties, envying, reviling, and avoid- 
ing one another. He hath now, therefore, thrown 


us, we may ſay, into one Furnace of Affliction, to 


purge away this Droſs; that, by this Fire, we 
may be melted down and incorporated, as into 
one Maſs: That we' may now lay aſide all 
Variance, and Strifes, and Debates; and, being 


Partners in one common Suffering, it may the 


more effectually unite and endear us to one andy 
ther, May the GOD of Peace grant it may ac» 
—_— this happy End! 2 


no. 


[29] 


Bur that which, we may fear, has had the prin- 
cipal Hand in drawing down this Stroke upon us, 
is the Intemperance and Exceſs, by which we hore 
ribly abuſe the Bounties of GOD, and fling back 


his Gifts, as it were, with Defiance in his Face. 


When the good Things he hath given us, to cheer 
us under the Toils and Labours of Life, and to 


render us the more vigorous and delighted in 
his Service, we take and wantonly employ, to 


the Inflaming our Paſſions, to the Clouding our 
Reaſon, and to the Turning ourſelves into Crea- 
tures more ignoble than Brutes When, in- 
ſtead of Blu/hing at being covered with this ſhame- 
ful Diſguiſe, and of imitating hoſe, wwho, being 
drunken, are drunken in the Night, we ſee Men in 


open Day, with ſhameleſs Effrontery, and Impuni- 55 


ty, reeling in our Streets: And ſuch Things, in- 
ſtead of being ſeen and ſpoken of with Abhorrence, 
are made only Subjects of Rallery and Feſt 
When Meng I ſay, are arrived at this Impudence 
in Sin, have they not juſt Cauſe to fear the Di- 


vine Diſpleaſure® And will it not be avenged of 


ſuch a People as this? 


WHETHER this hath been at- all our Caſe ? We 
are now called upon moſt ſeriouſly and impartially to 
conſider. Let us look back but to the Week * imme- 
diately preceding this awful and heavy Stroke. Was 
it not a Time of too general Diſorder, and ſhame- 
ful Exceſs? Was not the Plague ſpreading ; and 
even young Ones began betimes to tread the Paths 
of Vice, and to forget their Creator in the * 

. ; 3 


. 
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of their Youth ? Have not we all, Poor as well 

as Rich, too much Reaſon to condemn and abaſe 

- ourſelves, for our Sins, in this Reſpect? Let us 

now, then, as we are loudly called upon, humble 

. ourſelves under the mighty Hand of GOD : Let us 

repent, and give Glory to HIM, who hath Power 
over this, and every other Plague; and, wherein 
we have done Evil,, reſolve, by GOD”: Help, 

that we will ſincere ely reform, and do it no 

more. | 


GOD hath ſpoken once, yea, twice: He lately 
ſent amongſt us a malignant and ſweeping Sick- 
neſs, which carried Multitudes to their Graves. 
We were, perhaps, too unaffected by it, and at- 
tended, not, as we ought, to the Voice of that 

Rod. Behold! he hath now viſited us in a more 
) awful and tremendous Manner; let us take Heed 
that we deſpiſe not this Chaſtening of his Hand. 
He hath yet other Scourges to lay on, if we con- 
tinue ſtupid under theſe. The almighty Ruler of 
the World will be glorified by us; we ſhall give 
Glory to his Fuſtice, by ſmarting beneath its Rod, 
if we will not give Glory to his Mercy, by being | 
drawn by it to our Duty. Now, therefore, in 
this our Vifttation, lèt us underſtand the Things which 
belong to cur Peace, before they are for ever bid from 
our £yes. 


Bur, having thus largely conſidered, what the 
Purport or Intent may be of the ſevere Stroke we 
are now ſuffering : I proceed to obſerve, 


III. In this Day of our Adver/ſity we are alſo 

to conſider, what Circumſtances there are which 

_ alleviate and lighten it, and to be / incerely thank- 
ful for them, R 

N 


IE 
; In the Midſt of Judement GOD bath remember- 


ed Mercy : In the Midſt, therefore, of our Sor- 
rows, we are to be thankful and rejoice. ; 


FrgsT, Let us be thankful that our Lives are 
preſerved ; that we fell not a like Sacrifice a- 
midſt this dreadful Conflagration with many of 
our Neighbours. Skin for Skin, all that Man 
bath will he give for his Life (n). Though our 
Dwelling and Subſtance have periſhed in the Flames, 
yet, Thanks to a kind Providence, our Perſons are 


ſecure. : 


Acain, We ought to acknowledge alſo the 
Divine Goodneſs in, at length, checking the De- 


ſolation, and ſtaying the Progreſs of the devour- 


ing Flame: That ſo many of our Habitations 
are ſtill ſtanding. to receive us; and that our 
ꝛobole Town" was not lain in the ſame ruinous 
State with its principal Par. Had the Winds 
and the Flames, which are but Miniſters of GOD's 
Providence, received his Commiſſion, they had 
carried the Devaſtation to he Part which yet re- 
mains, and left none of us Houſes where to lay 
our Heads. 


* 


LET us farther conſider — Though the 


Scene preſented to us was terrible, indeed, yet, up- 
on the Whole, it is much 7/5. terrible than what 
hath lately been, or at preſent is, the Lot of 
many ſplendid Cities and Towns in neighbour- 
ing Lands, where Peſtilence and War have dread- 


fully 


6à—— 


(n) Job ii. 4. 
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[32] 
fully reigned. Though our Houſes were in Flames, 
we had where to retreat in Safery from them, and 
had not the far greater Terror of Bombs and 
fiery Inſtruments of Deſtruction and Death fly- 


ing thick about us, holding us every Moment 


in Peril of our Lives: The ſate, the preſent Caſe 


. 


of Multitudes ſhut up in a cloſe Siege. 


AGAIN. Though the Fire raged around us, 
better that, than a ſweeping Peſtilence, walking 
through our Streets. Better to ſee our Drwoel- 


lings in Flames, than our Families cut down one 


after another by a deadly Contagion, and be our- 
ſelves every Hour in Expectation of Death, Much 
better to have Inhabitants without 4 Town, than 


a Town emptied and ſwept clean of its Iubabi- 


tants by the Plague Let us thus compare 


our Caſe with that of Multitudes around us, 


and we ſhall ſee our Calamity, however great 


in zi/elf, to be comparatively but light. We ſhall 
acknowledge ourſelves obliged to mingle; with our 
Tears, Songs of Joy and of Praiſe : And, inſtead 
of repining, Thall give Thanks to the Divine Good- 


neſs, which hath ſoftened the Stroke with ſo man 


alleviating Circumſtances, ' and hath not dealt wit 


us according to our Deſerts. 


IV. In this Day of our Adverſity let it greatly 


PRs No which he makes himſelf known. As 


comfort us to conſider the infinite Power 
and Goodneſs of GOD : How ready he is to pity 
thoſe who apply to him, and how able 70 belp 


5 them. 


TEE GOD of all Conſolation, <vho comforts thoſe 


who are caſt down, is one of the glorious Cha- 


he. 


1 


he never afflicts willingly, but corrects us only 


for our Profit, fo when his Corrections have an- 
ſwered their kind Intent ( that is, when they 


have rendered us duly thoughtful, penitent, and 


humble, and have ſufficiently tried our Patience 


and Virtue) they will not only be removed, but 
be followed with peculiar Tokens of the Divine 


Favour and Regard. We have heard of the Pa- 
tience of fob, and wwe have ſeen the End of the 


LORD : That the LORD is very pitiful and of | 


tender Mercy (o): And not only raiſed him up 


from the deep Diſtreſs into which he was caſt, 


but rendered his latter End doubly more proſpe- 
rous and bleſſed than his Beginning. Let us, 
therefore, firmly ruſt GOD, whoſe is the Earth, 


and the Fulneſs thereof, and who diſpenſes its Pol- 


ſeſſions with a Sovereign Hand. 


Tou now, for wiſe and good Ends, he 
ſees fir to bring us low, if we behave well un- 
der this Stroke, we may be confidently aſſured 


he will raiſe us up again. He will raiſe us up, 


even in the preſent World, if that be good for 
us, and either to ourſelves, or to our Poſterity, 


abundantly reftore, what we thus meekly reſign: 
But, however that be, he will aſſuredly raiſe us 


up to the Poſſeſſion of an infinitely more valua- 


Inheritance in Heaven, 
In this Faith let us now behave with a Chriſtian 


member, 


Reſignation and Compoſure of Soul. Let us re- 


— 


— 3 — — 
(o) Jam. v. 11. 
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[ 34 ] 
member, it was not "the Blow of Chance, but of 
unerring Wiſdom and Deſign : The Appointment of 
the Supreme LORD and Director of the World: 
And whatever HE doth, is unqueſtionably wwi/e 
and beſt to be done. Our preſent. Loſſes, thus borne, 
will in the End prove our everlaſting Gain. Where- 
as, if we fret and repine under the Stroke, we 
ſhall but lay ourſelves open to yet farther Re- 
bukes, and endanger the Removal of what we 
ſtill enjoy. 


Even in this Time of our Adverſity, there- 
fore, let us ſtill ite , and delight ourſelves in 
GOD, and cheerfully cruſt him for a Supply of 
our Wants: For, He, who hears the young Ra- 
dens, when they cry, and who gives 10 the Beaſts 
their Food, will never deny us (if we humbly 
alk it at his Hands) any temporal Thing which 
is really good for us. 


Wx have already ſeen an illuſtrious Inſtance of 
the Divine Goodneſs and Power in awakening the 
Pity, and opening the Hands of our kind Neigh- 
bours around us: Particularly of an adjacent City 

(p), whoſe: Generoſity and Compaſſion ought never 
to be forgotten by us, as we hope it will be abun- 
dantly rewarded by Gop. The Hearts of | All, we 
know, are in his Hands: The Spirit of uncommon 
Charity, which he hath already begun to awaken 
in our Favour, in ſeveral neighbouring Towns, 


will we hope, under Bis Influence, difiuſe utfelt and 
ſpread 


* 


10 Exeter, wvho ſo tender ly an 3 conmiſrated = 
ays, abo, 500 Pounds 


Sufferers, that it raiſed, in a few 
ibeir Relief. 
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— 


* 
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Tpread through diſtant Parts of the Land. Let us 


take Heed we do not ſtop it, nor forfeit the Divine 
Favour, by any ſinful Anxieties, Unthankfulneſs, 
and Diſtruit, As Gop our almighty Father hes 
graciouſly permitted us, let us caft our Cares upon 


| him, «who hath promiſed to be careful for us (q): 
Reoicing in the Aſſurance, that HE governs the 
Morld, and, though the young Lions lack and ſuffer © 
Hunger, yet they that fear the LO K D ſhall want no 


good Thing, Finally, 


V. Lz the Scene of dreadful Horror which has 
now been preſented to us, in the Conflagration 


of a ſingle Town, make us prepare for and expect 


a vaſtly more awful Scene, which will ſhortly © 


take Place, when the Heavens ſhall be all on 


Fire, and the whole Earth with all Things in 


it ſhall be covered with deſtructive Flame, 


For we are expreſly aſſured, that the Day of the 
Lord will come as a Thief in the Night, i. e. with 


Suddenneſs and Surprize, in which the Heavens 
hall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and being on Fire 
fall be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
fervent Heat; the Earth alſo with all that is therein 
fall be burnt up (r). When the Son of God ſhall be 
revealed from Heaven in a bright and devouring (s) 


Flame: A Fire will go before him to burn up and 
deſtroy his Enemies, and it hall be very tempeſtuous 
round about him (t): And he will rain down from 


Heaven upon all incorrigibly wicked Men Fire and 


Brimſtone, an horrible Tempeſt, like that which de- 
E 2 ſtroyed 


8 2 


(a) 1 Per. v. 7. (i) 2 Pet. ii. 10. (. 2 754% i. 8. 
PLL 3. | | : 


# 2/1 


„„ 
ſtroyed Sodom, this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup 


(u). In the Conflagration of a /zngle Town, if one 
Houſe be in Flames, we can flee from it to ano- 


ther: Or, if Fire covers the whole Place, we can 
retreat into the Fields, and be ſafe from its de- 
ſtructive Rage: But, when the whole World ſhall be 
ſet on Fire at the Conflagration of the laſt Day, 
Where then ſhall we fly for Shelter, or find a fafe 


Retreat ? Mountains cannot cover, or Rocks 
hide us from the Fury of theſe deſolating Flames. 
Nothing, but he Ming of the MIGHTY SAvIouR, 
will then ſkreen us. Jesus CHRIST is the orly 
Ark in which we can find Safety from that fiery 
Deluge : All, who are out of him, will be ſwept 
away by the dreadful Tempeſt z but thoſe, who by 


a true Repentance and Obedience to his Laws have 


devoted themſelves to him, will be caught up in the 


Air above the Reach of thoſe Flames. 


WHEREFORE, Brethren, ſeeing we really look. 
for ſuch Things, and verily believe they will ſhortly 


come to pals, - hat Manner of Perſons ought we to 


be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs? How looſe 


ſhould we hang to this World, which, as Pilgrims 


and Strangers, we muſt quickly forſake ? How dead 
to all its Pamps, its Grandeurs and Poſſe/ions, 
which muſt all quickly expire in Aſhes and 
Smoke? How careful to paſs through it unſpotted 
by the Pollutions which are in it through Luſt, 
that, when the laſt Fire ſhall rage around us (that 
FIRE which is to try every Man's Work) (w) it may 
find in us Nothing whereon to kindle, but, being 

| 1 | | purified 


* 


5 


lo) E, xi. 6. (au) 1 Cor. ii. 13. 


E 


purified from all Sin, we may paſs through it, | 
like the three Children in the Fiery Furnace of Old, 
untouched by its Flame. Bleſſed is that Servant 
whom his Lord, when he comes, ſhall find fo 
prepared 


As to what befalls us in the preſent World, let 
it little move or affect us, ſo our Conſcience 
be kept pure, and we have the Favour of GOD. 
We ſee the Inſtability of all worldly Poſſeſſi- 
ons; let us, therefore, make it our chief Care 
to ſecure to ourſelves a more enduring Subſtance, 
to make Wire our Title to thoſe Manſions in the 
FATHER's Houſe, thoſe everlaſting Habitations, 
which our Lord is gone up to prepare for us 
in Heaven, Being once poſſeſſed of theſe, as 
through the Favour of Heaven we hope ſhort- 
ly to Obe, our Poſſeſſion of them will be fable, 
permanent, and never end, Thoſe Houſes, not 
made with Hands, which are built for us in Hea- 
ven, no Earthquake can overthrow, no Enemy 
aſſault, no Sickneſs or Death enter, nor waſting 
Flames deſtroy, Having, therefore, Chriſtians, this 
Hope, let it little grieve us to be turned out of 
theſe poor Cottages upon Earth. 


THroven we have not the Conveniencies and 
Accommodations we could wiſh ; yet, Thanks to a 
kind Providence, we have finer Raiments than 
Camel's Hair, and better Food than wild Honey: 
We are not forced to wander about in Sheep- 
Skins, and Goat-Skins, deſtitute, Mil fed, tormented; 
or to lodge in Mountains, and in Dens, and Caves | 
2 the Earth. Seeing under all our preſent Dif- 

culties, then, our Circumſtances in Life are ſo 

much eafier and more l than thoſe of 1 

ands 


13] 
ſands around us, yea, than thoſe of ſome of the 
worthieſt and beſt Perſons who have ever lived 
upon Earth, let us be !ruly thankful for it, and 
make the beſt of our preſent State, by a con- 
tented and cheerful Mind. As for temporal Things, 
let us truſt GOD for their Supply. The ſame 
Hand, that hath ſunk, can with infinite Eaſe, 
and by a thouſand -unthought of Ways, lift us 
up again. Stand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the 
LORD. Though, in the Wiſdom of his Pro- 
vidence he hath now laid our Town in Aſhes, 
he can grant it a Reſurrection from its preſent 
ruinous State; yea, can raiſe it from its preſent 
Ruins more proſperous and flouriſhing (and may 
it be alſo more virtuous and 3 than it 


fell. 


To conclude. As the Things, which have now 
Befallen us, were, it is probable, intended partly 
as an Example and Admonition to Others, may Al 
around us take Warning, and ſtand in Awe cf 
the Divine] Judgments, and beware how they 
offend, If there are any who /ive without GOD 
in the World, without daily Addrefſes to him 
by Prayer and Thankſgiving „and without paying 
in their reſpective Families the Homage due to 
their almighty Guardian, Benefactor, and Friend— 
Or, if any who are wont to treat with a pro- 
fane Neglect that Day which GOD has claimed 
as Holy to Himſelf: To waſte it in Idleneſs, Diver- 
fions, and Sports; and to deny the ETERNAL 
SOVEREIGN the Tribute of their ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip in the Congregation of his Saints——Or, 
again, if any who live in Variance, Emulati- 
on, Strife, and Party-Zcal, envying, reviling, and 


grieving one another Or, finally, if any who 
pO | are 


L397 

are ſunk into a ſenſual or worldly State; who 
walk after the Fleſh, fulfilling its unreaſonable 
Paſſions and Luſts; living in Wantonneſs and 
Impurity, in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in Re- 
velling and Exceſs If, I ſay, there are any 
ſuch around us, let them be awakened by the tre- 
mendous Stroke which is now fallen upon us. 
Let them repent, . and give Glory to the great 
Governor of the World, leſt they alſo fall under 
the ſevere Rebukes of his Rod. And, as His 
Providence now loudly calls us, may bis Spirit 
powerfully aſſiſt us all, to break off our Sins, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſy, and godly in the 
World; looking for, and haſtening to, the Com- 
ing of the Day of GOD, when the Heavens and 

the Earth, being on Fire, ſhall be diſſolved: That 
we may then behold that univerſal Ruin, and 
Subverſion of the preſent Frame, with a calm 
and untroubled Mind ; knowing it to be an In- 
troduction to a glorious and -moſt happy Scene, 
even to the new Heavens and the new Earth, 1n 
which Righteouſneſs ſhall ever dwell. 


Ir the preſent awful Diſpenſation hath this hap- 
y Effect, we ſhall all have Cauſe to be ever- 
laſtingly thankful to Heaven for it ; ; and to ſay, 
It is good for us that we have been thus afflitt- 
ed. Theſe Billows of Affliction on which we 
are now toſſed, and this Storm of Adverſity 
which ſorely beats upon us, will then drive us 


the faſter to the Haven of eternal Reſt. By being 


caſt into this Furnace, we ſhall come forth, like 
Gold, purified and refined, and be fo much the 
more prepared for the happy World above, where 
every Sorrow ſhall flee away, and GOD will Wipe 
away all Tears from our Eyes, | 
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